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Chapter Nine 
 

Education and Culture 
 

Education represents one of the most important sectors in the society. 
Governments pay special attention to this sector since it constitutes real 
investment in the future of people. Education statistics are used as an 
appropriate instrument to measure societal and governmental performance in 
providing a suitable environment for children and youth to practice their right 
in education. Also, the educational level of the people reflects, even though 
approximately, the on-going progress in society at the social and economic 
levels. It also portrays a clear picture of the quality of labor force. 
 

The data that cultural organizations and household surveys provide are the 
primary sources for cultural statistics. The first source includes all 
organizations that present cultural activities for the benefit of all individuals in 
the society. Normally, data is collected about the numbers of these 
organizations, the frequency of individual visits to them, as well as the rate of 
beneficiaries and their geographical coverage, besides other indicators. The 
second source of cultural statistics provides statistics about cultural practices 
of the individuals themselves. 
 
9.1 Methodology: 

It is well known that there are two main sectors for educational statistics. The 
first is statistics that are pertinent to schools, students, and teachers, as well 
those related to the educational characteristics of individuals in the society. 
Usually, data collection related to this sector is conducted annually using 
special questionnaires or based on administrative records. The second source 
is through household surveys or comprehensive population censuses that 
countries conduct every ten years. 
 
This chapter includes maps that represent data about education on the average 
number of students per teacher, average number of students per class, drop-out 
rates and gross enrollment rate excluding the data of schools and kindergartens 
supervised by the Israeli Municipality and Cultural Committee Schools. This 
data is derived from the databases of the educational institutions for the 
academic year 2002/2003. The chapter also includes maps that represent data 
about the educational characteristics of individuals in Palestinian society in 
2002. These were extracted from the Labor Force Survey 2002. 
 
In order to bridge the current gap in the field of statistics concerning 
Palestinian culture in all of its forms, the PCBS executed the first survey about 
Palestinian environmental culture in April and May of 1996. As for providing 
statistics about cultural organizations, relevant official establishments 
coordinated their efforts to obtain data about the number of cultural 
organizations and other cultural activities. 
 

 
 
 
 
A set of monthly forms was designed to be used in providing periodic data 
about Palestinian cultural organizations and their activities based on 
administrative records. In addition to these forms, a set of blank tables was 
designed to be filled out by relevant governmental institutions depending on 
their own available administrative records. 
 
This chapter includes also maps that represent data related to the use of the 
internet for persons 18 years and over and the number of culture institutions 
by type and governorate. The data represents the year 2002. 

 
9.2 Data Quality:  

Education statistics included in this section are of a good reliability and 
represent the learning and educational conditions in Palestine in a highly 
accurate manner.  Data was edited and made consistent before being endorsed 
as representative of the educational sector. 
 
It should be mentioned that the data does not include the Israeli Municipality 
and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem. 
 
Culture indicators included in this chapter are highly reliable. Selected field 
workers were qualified and well trained to use fieldwork methods and 
mechanisms of data collection in an accurate manner.  The data was also 
edited for consistency before being endorsed, and before deducing acceptable 
statistical indicators, which carry great meaning for cultural conditions in 
Palestine. 
 
9.3 Concepts and Definitions: 

Average Number 

of Students Per 

Teacher: 

Total number of students divided by total number of 
teachers. 

  
Average Number 

of Students Per 

Class: 

Total number of students divided by total number of 
Classes. 

  
Drop-out Student: A student who left school during the last scholastic 

year and who did not transfer to another school. 
  
School: Any educational institution, excluding kindergartens, 

regardless of students’ number and grade structure. 
  
Gross Enrollment 

Ratio: 

The total enrollment of  in a specific level of 
education, regardless of age, expressed as percentage 




