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Chapter Ten 
 

Health 
 

PCBS sought to provide statistics on the most important indicators including 
functions, activities, and other indicators related to health conditions in the 
Palestinian Territory. This is part of an attempt to outline successful plans 
intended to promote health conditions for our Palestinian people, and present 
them to decision makers and policy planners. 
 

10.1 Methodology: 

Statistics presented in this chapter are based on three sources. The first was the 
administrative records of public and private, governmental and non-
governmental health institutions. The second source was the results deduced 
from the Health Survey 2000.  The third source was the Population, Houses 
and Establishment Census 1997. 
 
10.2 Data Quality: 

The Heath Survey data included a series of editing procedures. During their 
flow, the data were followed up intensively and continuously to assure 
completeness and accuracy.  
 
Special forms were also designed for collecting administrative records data 
and were sent to the health institutions. When the forms were completed, data 
was tested and edited for preparation and completion. The data was then 
entered into designed tables for this purpose. Finally, upon data entry, the 
tables were edited and the necessary tests were conducted to assure the 
correctness, logicality and consistency. 
 
10.3 Concepts and Definitions: 

Hospital: Medical institution that offers diagnostic and curative 
services to all different cases (medical, surgical); also offers 
medical care to outpatient clinics and emergency room. 

  
Beds: Available beds in room and hospital halls, which are 

occupied by patients for at least 24 continuous hours for 
receiving medical, care. 

  
Disability: The disabled is defined as the person suffering from a clear 

and evident weakness in performing certain activities due to 
continuous difficulties emanating from a physical, mental or 
health state that lasted for more than six months.  Disabilities 
resulting from a bone break or a disease lasting for less than 
six months are not considered disabilities that are classified 
as follows: 
 

 

 
 
 
 

1. seeing: It includes blind and one-eyed persons and any 
persons suffering from clear sight weakness even after 
using special devices, provided they do not suffer from 
any other disabilities. 

2. Hearing: It includes deaf  persons and any persons 
suffering from clear auditory problems even after using 
special auditory devices, provided they do not suffer 
from any other disabilities. 

3. Speaking: It refers to any person suffering from clear 
problem in speech.  However, persons unable to 
correctly vocalize some sounds are not considered 
disabled, provided they do not suffer from any other 
disabilities. 

4. Hearing and speaking: It refers to the person suffering 
from hearing and speaking disabilities and does not 
suffer from any other disabilities. 

5. Moving: It refers to the person suffering from evident 
problems in walking, climbing strains, bending, bowing, 
and kneeling, provided he/she does not suffer from any 
other disabilities. 

6. Grasping: It refers to persons physically unable to use 
their fingers in their daily life, provided they do not 
suffer from any other disabilities. 

7. Mental: It refers to mentally disabled persons who do 
not suffer from any other disabilities. 

8. Mental and moving: It refers to the disabled suffering 
from mental and moving disabilities only, provided 
he/she does not suffer from any other disabilities. 

9. Multiple: It refers to the disabled suffering from many 
disabilities other than items 4 and 8.  It applies also to 
persons suffering from complete disabilities. 

10. Other: It refers to the disabled not suffering from any of 
the aforementioned types. 

 




