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Chapter Five 
 

Population 
 

Drawing up the development and social plans in the Palestinian Territory 
requires a set of indicators on Palestinian society, including demographic and 
social indicators.  The available demographic statistics about the Palestinian 
Territory have been characterized by the multiplicity and variation of sources.  
In 1997, the first Palestinian Population, Housing and Establishment Census 
was conducted, and consequently highly accurate demographic data about the 
Palestinian Territory became available.  The census, together with the other 
surveys conducted by PCBS, is considered as a basis for demographic 
estimates and population projections. 
   
5.1 Methodology: 

Statistics presented in this statistical atlas were derived from different sources; 
population projections which are based on the Population, Housing and 
Establishment Census 1997, in addition to the main households surveys such 
as the Health Survey 2000, and Labor Force Survey 2002, 2003.  Data 
concerning marriage was obtained from administrative registers of courts and 
churches.   
 

5.2 Data Quality: 

The data included in the atlas depended on three basic sources:  
1. Revised estimates based on the Population, Housing and 

Establishment Census1997. 
2. Health Survey 2000. 
3. Labor Force Survey 2002, 2003. 

 
The data of the census, the surveys and the administrative registers was 
subjected to a series of tests and editing procedures to ensure data reliability in 
all phases of execution, in addition to the intensive and continuous follow-up 
that aimed to ensure data accuracy and comprehensiveness. 
 
5.3 Concepts and Deffinitions: 

Marital Status: The status of those 15 years old and over in terms of 
marriage traditions and laws in the country.  It might be 
one of the following: single, legally married or married. 

  
Never married 

(Single): 

An individual 15 years old and over who was never 
married at all according  to the existing legal norms. 

  
Legally Married: It applies if the person-aged 15 years and above has an 

official marriage document (issued by a competent 
court) but has not been actually married yet according to 
customs and traditions applicable in the country. 

  

  
  
  
  
Married: The individual 15 years old and over is married 

according to the existing legal norms. 
  
Divorced: The individual 15 years old and over who was married 

according to the existing legal norms, but his/her 
marriage was revoked by a legally registered divorce, 
and he/she was not married again. 

  
Widowed: The individual 15 years old and over who was married 

according to the existing legal norms, but his/her 
marriage was revoked because of the death of the 
partner, and he/she was not married again.  

  
Separated: The individual 15 years old and over who was married, 

but his/her marriage was revoked for some reason 
without any legal or official registration, and he/she did 
not marry again. 

  
Age-Specific 

Fertility Rate: 

The number of births by women of a given age group 
per 1,000  women in that age group. 

  
Median Age at 

First Marriage: 

The age dividing individuals into two categories, either 
married before it or married after it 

  
Household: The household is defined as one person or a group of 

persons with or without a family relationship, who live 
in the same housing unit or part of the housing unit, 
share meals and make joint provision for food and other 
essentials of living. 

  
Head of the 

household: 

It refers to the person who usually lives within the 
household and is considered as the head of the 
household by its other members. Often, he \ she is the 
main decision-maker and responsible for financial 
support and economic welfare of the household. 

  
Refugee status: This status relates to the Palestinians forced to leave 

their land in the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel 
in 1948. It applies to their male sons and grandsons. 
Every Palestinians falls in one of the following 
categories: 

  
  



 [26]

Registered 

Refugees: 

It applies to registered refugees holding refugee 
registration cards issued by UNRWA. 
 

  
Non-registered 

Refugees: 

It applies to unregistered refugees who do not hold 
refugee registration cards issued by UNRWA. 
 

  
Non- Refugee: It applies to any Palestinian not categorized under any 

of the two aforementioned statuses. 
  
Live Birth: It refers to any live birth who shouted, cried, or showed 

any signs of live upon delivery, irrespective of whether 
he died after or not. 

 


